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The esstern half of the Soviet Union is a territory of vast natural .
resources, still not completely explored und only partially mmder exploita=:
tion. In the rast, the development of the economy was rstardsd here by 5
the small populaticn, the abgemce of fevorahie means of tranaportaticn, = -
the inadequata invest’zation of natural Tesowces: end the severs ma*aural . -
conditions, Only the most veluable itums, able to vithstond long trane-
portation (gold and fur), wero. exporiod ¢rcn castern Siberia, . local dme::.'
du:.xhw a4d not davelop and indusirial goede wore scquired frow European ... '

Tnder the conditions of pienned economy the resources of eastern B i
Siberia snd the Far East increased severzl times (es a vesult of the im- ' -
vestigations of Sovist geologlsts), and they acquired new significance,

jases which capitalism considorad umprofitable proved neceseary
and profitable in the USSR, where national econozy is planned on a nation-
wide sesle, A utxd!dngmmpleofthiaiathadmlomentoftheﬁshm
industry 4n the Far Past. Its share in the total £ish catch for the entire
comtry amounted in 1913 to 10 percent,. vhereas in 1937 it had growm vwo
25 percent, Yature's severity cemsed to be un unconquerable barrier to the
development of tho ecomomic structure, Tho construction of the large tin
conbine near ihe Verkhoyansk cold role, for evample, bears witnegs to this.
The luck of population is being eliminated by planned resettlement and the
extensive mochanization of all labor-coneuming production processes. The
hcl;lorrosds 1s being overcome by the construction of railroads and autos
mobile roads,
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For the develoment of industry snd agridultime, eastérn Siberia‘and °
the Far East ere lacking in many kinds of equipment, and in materials and -
fuel, 1In the past, the area has lived almost exclusively cn importation
(including imports from ebroad), but now, practically all basls requirements

 are satiafied by local productfon, Only thet which cannot be produced
locally is imported. )

The eastern pert of the USSR is developlng as & vasi production com-
plex indissolubly cormected with the econcmic structure of the Soviet Union.
Eastern gold production, nonferrous metaliwmgy, fur trade, end fishing have
an all-Union significance. oo

Mechine building has developad stromgly during the years of Soviet
rule. First end foremost ia the production of mining equipment for nonfar-
yous metallurgy and for gold production, followed by tramsportation wachine
tullding (steam locomotives end cars for reilroads), automobile assenbly,
goa and river shipbuilding, and finally, the rrodustion of equipment for the
lwber and paper industry, and the produstion of agricultural machines and
conbines for farming. . .

Nenferrous metals are beinmg extracted in sufficient quantity in East
Siberis, but until recently there was no ferrous metallurgy here, The Amur
stoel foundry only lately went into operstion smelting scrap iron. Howevor,
the extraction of pig iron from ore is mot yst orgenised, e gap is being
£1lled mber the new Five-Yoar Plan: coke-chemical and blactefurnace pro=~
ductibn are being established at local iron-ore mines. v -

Vagt reserves of coal -~ over 900 billson tons, or twice aa much as
vthereuinthemtdkﬂgsm--amfomdmtheustemregmmottho R
VSSR. Imer,thamteaofeoaloutputaro,torthﬂmbo&ng,a'ullin-‘“
eignificant., In 1938, cnly about 12 mi1lion tons were produced (9 percent
of the ell-Mhion output). The new Five-Yeer Flan cells for an expenaion of
coal production here, im particwlar of coking coal. In eastern SIYeris an
extensive industry 15 also being establishod in comnection pith th: produc-
tlonofltqtﬂdﬁsl!‘mooal,whicbwﬂlmkeupfottheabemooofpetro-
Jeum Tesources here. The coal and liquid fusl, vhich is being prodused = =~
£rom #p Sakhelin oll £ields, are directed to warlous consumers, but maimly .. = .-
to industry and tremsport; ' Rlestric power plants aleo operate on coal. -

C e so3s of. tha fur Esed abewmd “n £ish. The axtensive development of

e £ fudustey deminds great quantities of salt. But the tiatural dg- -
posite of salt here are not large, and the chortage of salt is being mads’
up 4n part by importing it frow other srees, and partially, by extraction
fron sea water, .

The forests are rich in valiable fir=bearing animels, Commercial humt~
ing is contiming to develop. In the wore habitable forest ereas, enter~
prises of the wood-processing end peper industry have been ostablished.

Locsl wood requirements are being completely satisfied, :
. Agriculiure undér the Fourth Five-Year Flan is being reinforced in
" order to satisfy both food requirements and the demands of expanding light "~
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